State of Vermont Agency of Human Services
Department of Mental Health

Commissioner’s Office

Redstone Office Building

26 Terrace Street ' [phone] 802-828-3824
Montpelier VT 05609-1101 [fax] 802-828-1717
hittp://mentalhealth.vermont.goy/ [yl 800-253-0191
May 28, 2013

Anthony Pallito, Commissioner
Department of Corrections

426 Industrial Avenue
Williston, VT 05495

Dear Commissioner Pallito:

On behalf of the Department of Mental Healih, I would like to extend our heartfelt appreciation to you
and your staff for the sacrifice made by the Department of Corrections following Tropical Storm
Irene’s destruction of the Vermont State Hospital. This resulted in the displacement of our patients,
and Corrections stepped forward to clear a unit for a small contingent of patients who could not access
hospital beds. While this affected the Southern State Correctional facility, we recognize the significant
impact closure of this unit had throughout your entire system.

We would also like to thank the staff of Southern State Correctional facility for assisting us with
special accommodations for our staff and patients, while enduring the increased traffic of staff and
family members onto the unit. We are very grateful for this extension of assistance during our time of
crisis. Thank youl

Smcelely youls
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